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SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC: AGENDA ITEM 3 - SUB-ITEM: CONSUMER 
PROTECTION 

REE: USUN 0158 

1 . QUOTED BELOW IS TEXT OF AN INFORMAL DRAFT RESOLUTION 
ON CONSUMER PROTECTION WHICH PORTUGUESE DELEGATION IS 
CIRCULATING FOR COMMENTS, SUPPORT AND CO-SPONSORSHIP. 

TEXT HAS BEEN DRAFTED IN CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH THE 
OBSERVER (DR. DOROTHY WILNER) FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION OF CONSUMER UNIONS (lOCU), AN ACCREDITED 
NGO. TEXT INCORPORATES SOME SUGGESTIONS WE HAVE MADE. 

2. REFTEL PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON THIS QUESTION AND ON 
THE DECISION OF THE ECOSOC ORGANIZATION SESSION LAST 
JANUARY TO REQUEST A BRIEF REPORT FROM THE SYG ON THE 
ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM ON CONSUMER PROECTION AND 
TO CONSIDER THIS REPORT AT THE 63RD ECOSOC UNDER THE 
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GENERAL DEBATE ITEM (NOW ITEM 3). THE REPORT (DOCUMENT 
E/5996, PREPARED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON 
COORDINATION) BECAME AVAILABLE HERE SHORTLY AFTER THE 
BEGINNING OF THIS SESSION AND IS PRESUMABLY AVAILABLE 
IN THE DEPT. 

3. IN VIEW OF OUR ROLE AS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL MOVERS 
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IN GETTING THIS QUESTION INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA BY THE 
ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION, WE HAVE CONTINUED TO BE COOPERATIVE 
AND SUPPORTIVE WHEN APPROACHED ON THE PRESENT DRAFT 
RESOLUTION. IT CONFORMS CLOSELY WITH THE ANTICIPATED 
"NEXT STEP” WE AND THE OTHER PROPONENTS FORESAW IN OUR 
PRESENTATIONS AT THE ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION, AS REPORTED 
REETEL - I.E., A REQUEST EOR A STUDY IN DEPTH, WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS, ON WHAT FURTHER ACTIVITIES IN THIS FIELD 
BY THE UN SYSTEM MIGHT BE WARRANTED. THE RESOLUTION SUGGESTS 
SOME AREAS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE STUDY, AND ASKS FOR 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO STRENGTHEN COORDINATION IN THE UN 
SYSTEM. 

4. THE PORUTGUESE TELL US THEY HAVE A GOOD CROSS-SECTION 

OF PROSPECTIVE CO-SPONSORS FROM BOTH DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. WE HAVE TOLD THEM WE WOULD FOR THE PRESENT PREEER 
TO HOLD OURSELVES IN RESERVE ON THIS SCORE SO AS TO BE 
CERTAIN THAT POSSIBLE US CO-SPONSORSHIP WOULD NOT TIP THE 
BALANCE TOO EAR OVER TO THE DEVELOPED COUNTRY SIDE. (EOR 
EXAMPLE, THERE STILL SEEM TO BE SOME LATENT SUSPICIONS 
THAT CONSUMER STANDARDS WOULD SOMEHOW MILITATE TO THE 
COMPETITIVE DISADVANTAGE OF THE LCS'S, EVEN THOUGH BOTH 
DC AND LDC PROPONENTS MAKE THE VALID POINT THAT THE 
PRINCIPAL BENEEICIARIES WILL BE THE LDC CONSUMERS.) 

5. THERE MAY BE SOME SMALL ADJUSTMENTS TO THIS RESOLUTION 
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BEEORE IT IS FORMALLY PRESENTED, INCLUDING POSSIBLY SOME 
NEW PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS TO EXPLAIN MORE EXPLICITYLY THE 
NEEDS EOR CONSUMER PROTECTION. 

6. ASSUMING THERE WILL BE NO CHANGES, THAT WOULD WARRANT 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPT., WE REQUEST CONFIRMATION 
THAT WE ARE ON THE RIGHT TRACK IN SUPPORTING THIS DRAET 
RESOLUTION, WITH DISCRETION TO CO-SPONSOR IF IT APPEARS 
USEFUL, GIVEN THE ABOVE FACTORS. 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 

RECALLING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 
320I(S-VI) AND 3202(S-VI); 

RECALLING,THAT THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE OF 
THE RESOLUTION 3362(S-VII) IS TO INCREASE THE CAPACITY 
OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, 

TO PURSUE THEIR DEVELOPMENT; 

RECOGNIZING THAT THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPMENT 
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MEASURES AIMED AT RAISING THE STANDARD OF LIVING 
AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE PEOPLES OF 
THE WORLD MIGHT BE SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED FOR VAST 
SECTIONS OF THE THE POPULATION UNLESS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED 
BY ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS; 

RECALLING ITS DECISION 204(ORG-77) TO 
REQUEST THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION 
FOR A BRIEF REPORT ON THE ACTIVITES OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS SYSTEM ON CONSUMER PROTECTION FOR CONSIDERATION 
AT THE SIXTY-THIRD SESSION; 

REALIZING THAT CONSUMER PROTECTION REQUIRES 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE, INTEGRATED APPROACH 
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AND THAT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IN 
THIS FIELD ARE STILL VERY LIMITED AND DO NOT YET FORM 
PART OF AN INTERRELATED SET OF ACTIVITES; 

1 . TAKES NOTE OF THE REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION (E/5996) "ACTIVITIES OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM RELATED TO CONSUMER PROTECTION". 

2. DECIDES TO REQUEST THE SECRETARY GENERAL, TO 
PREPARE IN CONSULTATION WITH THE ORGANIZAIONS CONCERNED 
AND POSSILE USE OF EXPERTS, AND TO SUBMIT TO THE COUNCIL 
AT ISTS 65TH SESSION A REPORT ON POSSIBLE MEASURES TO 
IMPROVE CONSUMER PROTECTION, ESPECIALLY IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR STRENGTHENING INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE IN THIS AREA, INCLUDING RECOMMEN- 
ATIONS AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING MODEL 
GUIDELINES ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, AN EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO REQUESTING 
GOVERNMENTS IN FORMULATING NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND 
STANDARDS, AND MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN COORDINATION 
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IN THIS FIELD. 

END TEXT 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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